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Production

Total sales of fishery and aquaculture products
Metropolitan France and overseas territories in 2007
Source : DPMA
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Quantities sold
by species group (tonnes) [1] [2]

cephalopodscrustaceansshellfishfinfish

fish farming [3]
46 194

shellfish farming
189 153

frozen landings
165 769

fresh landings
325 951

Quantities sold by method of production (tonnes) [1] [2]

total 727 067 tonnes total 1 725 million euros
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0

200

400

600

800

1 000

1 200

Value of sales
by species group (million euros) [2]
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381
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1 011

Value of sales
by method of production (million euros) [2]

[1] live weight [2] excluding seaweed [3] including farmed crustaceans

1 098
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78 75
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Production

Total sales of fishery and aquaculture products
Metropolitan France and overseas territories
Source : DPMA 
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100 000

200 000

300 000

400 000

500 000

fish farming [5]

shellfish farming

frozen landings (4)

fresh landings [4]

2007200620052004200320022001200019991998

[1] quantities in tonnes equivalent landed weight till 1999 then in live weight from 2000 on 
[2] excluding seaweed
[3] excluding overseas territories
[4] total sales by French vessels : sales at auction, direct sales, sales to processing industry  and export sales
(5) including farmed crustaceans

Value of sales in 2007 [3]
metropolitan France 1 553 millions euros
overseas territories     172 millions euros

Main species sold in 2006 (tonnes) [1] [2]
104 562
112 677
74 364
34 611
30 059
22 742
21 930
21 779

tuna
oyster

mussel
sardine

trout
great atlantic scallop

herring
monkfish

Quantities sold in 2007 [1] [3]
metropolitan France  703 900 tonnes
overseas territories     24 600 tonnes

Changes in quantities sold (tonnes) [1] [3]
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Production

Breakdown by region of total sales of fishery products
in 2007
Fresh and frozen landings, excluding seaweed and fresh water fisheries
Source : DPMA

Guyane

Sales outside France

102,7
50 452

Quantities sold  (tonnes) [1]
Value (million euros) 15 058

25,4

40 363
81,4

136 865
347,1

20 149
89,7

[2]
[2]

12 890
56,8

8 651
35,1

22 338
54,3

4 599
10,7

10 100
82,0

3 122
12,6

209,9
154 469

4 864
22,3

6 200
52,4

Haute-Normandie

Nord - Pas-de-Calais Picardie

Bretagne

Pays de la Loire

Poitou-Charentes

Aquitaine

Languedoc-Roussillon Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur

[1] live weight [2] non available

Guadeloupe

Martinique

Île de la Réunion

Corse

Basse-Normandie
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Production

Sales of fishery products at auction
Source : FranceAgriMer 

Number of auctions in 2008 : 40

Sales by French vessels in 2008

Quantities sold 205 025 tonnes

Value of sales 615 million euros

Sales by forein-registered vessels in 2008

Quantities sold 4 832 tonnes

Value of sales 17 million euros
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Port la Nouvelle

Cancale
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Production

Sales of fishery products at auction
Quantities sold and value of sales by French vessels at the main auctions in 2008
Source : FranceAgriMer

32 095
65 885

15 654
62 758

14 834
48 510

8 534
27 083

5 290
26 809

9 425
25 822

5 128
24 145

10 665
23 878

8 947
22 934

5 120
20 920

5 421
18 839

7 846
18 104

offshore fisheries
33%

coastal fisheries
32%

small scale
fisheries

35%

Breakdown of quantities sold
by French vessels in 2007

by fishery category [1]

6 598

15 729

16 350

6 357
16 000

9 521

[1] as defined in page 10



Production

Sales of fishery products at auction
Breakdown of quantities sold and value of sales in 2007 by fleet segment [1] [2]
Source : FranceAgriMer / IFREMER

0 50 000 100 000 150 000 200 000 250 000 300 000 350 000 400 000

value of sales (1 000 euros)

quantities sold (tonnes)

miscellaneous coastal gear

eelglas gear

seine net

pot and trap exclusively

hook exclusively

net, pot and trap

net and hook

dredge

trawl and other gear

net exclusively

trawl exclusively

[1] breakdown by fleet segment based on main gear used by vessels according to the 2006 IFREMER SIH survey
[2] excluding Mediterranean sea

number of vessels
608

350

482

344

150

181

148

102

33

204

96

6

124 097
369 832

11 215
74 563

28 539
70 675

11 795
31 087

2 838
17 301

3 439

2 366
13 499

11 131

11 359
7 069

1 038
5 896

769
4 257

13 561

4 690



Production

Sales of fishery products at auction
Main species sold by French vessels in 2008
Source : FranceAgriMer 

Quantities sold (tonnes)

0 5 000 10 000 15 000 20 000 25 000
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0 20 000 40 000 60 000 80 000

pollock

cod
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sole

Value (1 000 euros)

21 941

17 169

12 830

10 571

8 918

7 862

7 136

6 533

6 163

4 459

4 953

4 195

71 351

69 304

46 871

41 767

39 986

26 806

23 962

21 619

15 654

14 007

11 963

10 3064 088

4 128

14 376

14 578
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Production

Sales of fishery products at auction
Source : FranceAgriMer

Changes in quantities sold (tonnes)
by the French vessels by species group

Changes in value of sales (million constant euros)
by the French vessels by species group
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Production

Sales of aquaculture products
Metropolitan France
Source : DPMA

other bivalves
3 800

mussel
72 700 oyster

112 700

[1] live weight
[2] including farmed crustaceans 9

Quantities sold in 2007 (tonnes) [1]

total : 235 400 tonnes

other bivalves
15

mussel
108 oyster

258

seabass, seabream
and other marine fish

45

carp
and other freshwater fish [2]

29

trout and salmon
73

seabass, seabream
and other marine fish

6 100

carp
and other

freshwater fish [2]
8 400

trout and salmon
31 700

Value of sales in 2007 (million euros)
total : 527 million euros

shellfish farming

fish farming
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0
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1 500

2 000

2 500

3 000

3 500

metropolitan France

more than
40 meters

from 24 to
40 meters

from 12 to
24 meters

from 10 to
12 meters

less than
10 meters

overseas territories
2 444

metropolitan
France
5 187

total France
7 631

Fishing fleet in 2007 [1]
Source : SDSIM / Fichier BARPOP

3 042

897 991

205 52

Breakdown of total vessels by length Breakdown of total vessels by fishery category

165358605

4 029

0

1 000

2 000

3  000

4 000

5 000

metropolitan France

misc.high seas
fisheries

offshore
fisheries

coastal
fisheries

small scale
fisheries

[1] excluding vessels engaged in aquaculture and small scale fisheries

10

30

Small scale fisheries Out of port ≤ 24 hours
Coastal fisheries 24 hours < out of port ≤ 96 hours 
Offshore fisheries Out of port > 96 hours
High seas fisheries Vessels over 1 000 GRT or vessels over 150 GRT if out of port > 20 days



Production
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1 000
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> 24 m

12 to less
than 24 m

< 12 m

2007200620052004200320022001200019991998199719961995

Changes in the number of fishing vessels in metropolitan France

Number of aquaculture firms in 2007

shellfish farming (including seaweed and shrimps) 3 160
marine fish farming 50
fresh water fish farming (excluding pond aquaculture) 461

Fishing fleet [1]
Source : SDSIM / Fichier BARPOP

< 12 m 12 to less than 24 m > 24 m
1995 4 878 1 434 281
1996 4 795 1 395 285
1997 4 656 1 318 279
1998 4 583 1 258 277
1999 4 461 1 239 271
2000 4 380 1 233 270
2001 4 271 1 201 272
2002 4 256 1 179 275
2003 4 209 1 155 277
2004 4 069 1 068 274
2005 4 034 1 057 269
2006 2593 967 1 006

[1] excluding vessels engaged in aquaculture and small scale fisheries

Aquaculture firms
Source : DPMA (aquaculture survey 2007)
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2007 3 939   991 257



Production

overseas
territories

3 317

metropolitan France
16 619

total France
19 936

Jobs
Number of seamen employed on board French fishing vessels in 2007
(seamen of all nationalities - excluding seamen on vessels engaged in aquaculture and small scale fisheries)
Source : SDSIM

0

2 000

4 000

6 000

8 000

10 000

metropolitan France

high seas
fisheries

offshore
fisheries

coastal
fisheries

small scale
fisheries

937

Number of full time equivalent jobs
Source : IFREMER for fisheries, DPMA for the other sectors

fisheries in 2006 [1]
shellfish farming (including seaweed and shrimps) in 2007
marine fish farming in 2007
fresh water fish farming (excluding pond aquaculture) in 2007

9 782
9 100

650
1 430

3 7923 471

8 419

[1] excluding Mediterranean sea
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Fish trading and processing

Economic data 2006
Source : FranceAgriMer 
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processingtrading and
processing

trading
(at auction)

Breakdown of total net sales in the processing industry by category of finished products

324
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Total net sales of aquatic products (million euros)

processingtrading and
processing

trading
(at auction)

1 703

522

3 753

Full time equivalent jobs
trading 
processing

5 500
13 000

[1] including trade of canned or frozen seafood

frozen seafood
21 %

canned
seafood

17 %

surgelés

conserves

cooked shrimps,
surimi

and other
chilled delicatessen

30 %

cured fish
(smoked, salted)

20 %

trade [1]
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Fish trading and processing

Breakdown of the total number of firms
and total net sales by region in 2006
Source : FranceAgriMer 

Nord - Pas-de-Calais

Normandie

Bretagne

Atlantique [1]

Méditerranée

other regions [2]

12 % 20 % 12 %

15 %15 % 6 %

9 %

10 %

Trading (including trading
and processing)

36 %26 %33 %37 %

Processing

% of total firms

% of total net sales

% of total firms

% of total net sales

18 %21 %19 %22 %

6 %13 %10 %11 %

16 %22 %8 %3 %

[1] Pays de la Loire, Poitou-Charentes, Aquitaine
[2] including overseas territories
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Fish trading and processing

Breakdown of total number of firms 
and total net sales by size class in 2006
Source : FranceAgriMer
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Trade

Imports of aquatic products by presentation in 2008
Metropolitan France and overseas territories
Source : DNSCE

0 300 000 600 000 900 000 1 200 000

net weight

live weight [1]

non food use

canned

salted, dried, smoked

frozen

live, fresh, chilled

0 500 1 000 1 500 2 000

non food use

canned

salted, dried, smoked

frozen

live, fresh, chilled

Imports by value (million euros)Imports by volume (tonnes)

1 301

1 648

114

811

123

total : 3 997 million euros

total net weight : 1 103 419 tonnes
total live weight : 2 197 465 tonnes

[1] data collection methodology is detailed on inside back cover

326 628

441 042

19 534

214 516

101 699

424 730

1 004 458

48 040

477 789

242 447



Trade

Exports of aquatic products by presentation in 2008
Metropolitan France and overseas territories
Source : DNSCE

0 60 000 120 000 180 000 240 000 300 000

live weight [1]

net weight

non food use

canned

salted, dried, smoked

frozen

live, fresh, chilled

0 150 300 450 600

non food use

canned

salted, dried, smoked

frozen

live, fresh, chilled

Exports by value (million euros)Exports by volume (tonnes) 

total : 1 406 million euros

Trade gap : 2 591 million eurostotal net weight : 430 057 tonnes
total live weight : 675 834 tonnes

[1] data collection methodology is detailed on inside back cover

108 588

204 104

5 998

42 185

69 182

140 620

256 310

13 985

84 052

180 867

17

591

430

63

222

100
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Trade

Imports of aquatic products by species group in 2008
Metropolitan France and overseas territories
Source : DNSCE

0 300 000 600 000 900 000 1 200 000

live weight [1]

net weight

non food use

bivalves
and cephalopods

crustaceans

trout, salmon, eel
and fresh water fish

marine fish

0 500 1 000 1 500 2 000

non food use

bivalves
and cephalopods

crustaceans

trout, salmon, eel
and fresh water fish

marine fish

Imports by value (million euros)Imports by volume (tonnes)

total : 3 997 million euros

total net weight : 1 103 419 tonnes
total live weight : 2 197 465 tonnes

[1] data collection methodology is detailed on inside back cover

556 466

174 295

140 069

130 890

101 699

1 127 960

248 158

179 552

399 347

242 447

1 896

425

832

722
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Trade

Exports of aquatic products by species group in 2008
Metropolitan France and overseas territories
Source : DNSCE

0 90 000 180 000 270 000 360 000

live weight [1]

net weight

non food use

bivalves
and cephalopods

crustaceans

trout, salmon, eel
and fresh water fish

marine fish

0 200 400 600 800

non food use

bivalves
and cephalopods

crustaceans

trout, salmon, eel
and fresh water fish

marine fish

Exports by value (million euros)Exports by volume (tonnes)

total : 1 406 million euros

Trade gap : 2 591 million eurostotal net weight : 430 057 tonnes
total live weight : 675 834 tonnes

[1] data collection methodology is detailed on inside back cover
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20 393

44 519

69 182

329 789
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26 406

88 145

180 867

19
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Trade

Imports of aquatic products by geographic origin in 2008
Metropolitan France and overseas territories
Source : DNSCE

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400
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Trade

Exports of aquatic products by destination in 2008
Metropolitan and overseas territories
Source : DNSCE

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350

Value (million euros)

Portugal

Ivory Coast

Denmark

Japan

China

Maurice

Switzerland

Nertherlands

Seychelles

United Kingdom

Germany

Belgium

Spain

Italy

rest of the world
261

EFTA (Norway, Iceland, Switzerland)
44

European Union (27)
1 101

Value (million euros)

272

147

106

92

41

37

37

32

26

23

23

22

21

311

21



Trade

Imports and exports of aquatic products
Main species in 2008
Metropolitan France and overseas territories
Source : DNSCE

0 100 200 300 400 500 600

misc. bivalves

crab

lobster

misc.
freshwater fish
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whole marine fish
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Imports by value (million euros) Exports by value (million euros)
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196
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41
40
37

36
36
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Consumption

Supply balance = Production + Imports - Exports [1]
Source : FranceAgriMer

Changes in production, imports and exports (tonnes) [2] [3]
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500000

1000000

1500000

2000000

exportations

importations

production [4]

20082007200620052004200320022001200019991998

[1] data collection methodology is detailed on inside back cover
[2] live weight
[3] excluding non food use
[4] estimation for 2008
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Supply balance in value in 2008 (million euros)
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500
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[4]

Supply balance in quantities in 2008 (1 000 tonnes)
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Consumption

Supply balance per capita and per year [1]
Source : FranceAgriMer

farmed shellfish
17 %

shellfish from captures
15 %

farmed finfish
9 %

finfish from captures
59 %

Average   2005-2006-2007

total 35 kg  [2]

0

10

20

30

40

total

shellfish (bivalves, crustaceans and cephalopods)

finfish

2007200620052004200320022001200019991998

Changes in supply balance (kg)  [2]

[1] data collection methodology is detailed on inside back cover
[2] live weight

24

Average growth rate
in the last ten years : 2,2 %



Consumption

Purchases of aquatic products by French households
for home consumption in 2008 [1]
Source : FranceAgriMer / TNS

canned products
16 %

frozen products
23 %

chilled
delicatessen

23 %

fresh products
38 %

Quantities purchased [2]

0

20

40

60

80

100Percentage
of purchasing households

frozen
products

canned
products

chilled
delicatessen

[3]

fresh
products

canned products
14 %

frozen products
21 %

chilled delicatessen
28 %

fresh products
36 %

Household spending

80 %
94 % 94 % 87 %

[1] data collection methodology is detailed on inside back cover
(2) net weight
[3] with bar code

total 671 735 tonnes total 6 319 million euros
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Consumption

Purchases of aquatic products by French households
for home consumption in 2008
Source : FranceAgriMer / TNS
Market shares value of distribution channels by presentation

Chilled delicatessen

fishmongers
and markets
5 %

hard discount
11 %supermarkets

84 %

Canned
products

hard discount
17 %

supermarkets
81 %

Frozen products

freezer
centres

and home
delivery
37 %

hard discount
13 %supermarkets

49 %
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Fresh products

fishmongers
13 %

markets
15 %

supermarkets [1]
66 % 

[1] excluding Hard Discount



Consumption

Purchases of aquatic products by French households
for home consumption in 2008
Breakdown of expenditure by presentation and species group
Source : FranceAgrimer / TNS

crustaceans
9 %

bivalves
and cephalopods

23 %

fish filets
48 %

whole fish
20 %

Fresh products

others
31 %

cooked shrimp
19 %

surimi
15 %

cured fish
35 %

ready meals
22 %

crustaceans
11 %

bivalves
and cephalopods

17 %
fish

50 %

Chilled delicatessen

Frozen products

others
18 %

mackerel
13 %

sardine
14 %

tuna salads
7 % tuna

(excluding tuna salads)
48 %

Canned products
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Consumption

Purchases of aquatic products by French households
for home consumption in 2008
Source : FranceAgriMer / TNS
Main species purchased at the fresh counter

0 10 000 20 000 30 000 40 000 50 000
sardine
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saithe, pollock
cod
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0 15 30 45
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saithe, pollock
cod

mussel
salmon

321

million euros

188
183

158
95

79
78
75

65
64
63

59

tonnes [1]

percentage of purchasing households

46 519
31 914

27 968
12 163

10 602
8 834

6 133
5 879
5 603
5 097
5 033
4 997

44 %
38 %

31 %
24 %

22 %
20 %

18 %
16 %

15 %
15 %

14 %
14 %

4 781
4 716
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cod
salmon

53
52

[1] net weight



Consumption

0

20 000

40 000

60 000

80 000

100 000

120 000

canned
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fresh
products

canned
products

9 %

frozen
products

82 %

chilled delicatessen
2 %fresh

products
7 %

self-managed institutional catering

Quantities purchased by catering outlet type and by presentation [1]

canned products
4 %

frozen
products

82 %

chilled
delicatessen

2 %

fresh
products

12 %

institutional catering
firms

canned products
4 %

frozen
products

20 %

chilled
delicatessen

5 %

fresh
products

71 %

independant restaurant outlets

canned products
3 %

frozen
products

54 %

chilled
delicatessen

5 %

fresh
products

38 %

restaurant chains
and groups

[1] net weight

112 345

10 218

114 710
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total : 250 160 tonnes

Quantities purchased by presentation (tonnes) [1] Quantities purchased by presentation (tonnes) [1]

Purchases of aquatic products by the catering sector
in 2008
Source : FranceAgriMer / GIRA Foodservice
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Consumption

Breakdown of purchases by distribution channel in 2008
Source : FranceAgriMer / TNS and GIRA Foodservice
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chilled delicatessen [3]

frozen products

canned products

Breakdown of purchases by presentation
for the different outlets (% volume)

[1] including hard discount, freezer centres and home delivery
[2] including direct sales
[3] net weight
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frozen products
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supermarkets [1]
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institutional catering

Breakdown of purchases by outlet
for the different presentations (% volume)

(tonnes) [3] 
fresh

products
 chilled 

delicatessen
frozen

products
canned

products

supermarkets
[1] 184 550 148 402 151 503 110 076

fishmongers
and markets [2] 71 000 5 310 unsignificant unsignificant

restaurants 105 125 8 657 42 604 6 487

institutional
catering 7 220 1 561 69 114 6 401



To find out more,
and especially about prices at all levels of the sector (production, trade, consumption) and their trend :

www.franceagrimer.fr

Bilan annuel FranceAgriMer 2008 des ventes déclarées en halles à marée
Bilan annuel OFIMER /DPMA 2007 de la production de la pêche et de l'aquaculture

Bilan annuel FranceAgriMer 2008 du commerce extérieur des produits de la pêche et de l'aquaculture
Bilan annuel FranceAgriMer 2008 de la consommation des produits de la pêche et de l'aquaculture

Data collection methodology

Data : Included data are the last available at the date of publication

Foreign Trade : Raw Import/export data are provided by French Customs on a net weight basis. 
In this document data are converted into live weight equivalent, i.e. before any product processing, 
using coefficients that have been established for each product code.

Consumption : 
French consumption may be measured in two ways : 
- firstly, by calculating supply balance or apparent consumption (production + imports - exports), 
- secondly by the use of consumer and restaurant panels. 

Apparent consumption is measured in live weight equivalent and includes the overseas territories 
(French Caribbean Islands, Reunion Island and French Guyana). 

In contrast, consumer and restaurant data are expressed in net weight, 
meaning the weight as purchased by the final consumer (consumer panel) or by restaurants (restaurant panel), 
and exclude consumption in the overseas territories (and in Corsica for consumer panels). 
Panel data is based on declarations made by consumers and restaurant buyers and is thus non-exhaustive. 
Coverage varies according to the product in question, and the overall rate of coverage is approximately 80%.



FranceAgriMer 
Etablissement national des produits de l'agriculture et de la mer
12, rue Henri Rol-Tanguy - TSA 20002 - 93555 Montreuil-sous-Bois Cedex - France
téléphone 33 (0)1 73 30 30 00
télécopie 33 (0)1 73 30 30 30
www.franceagrimer.fr
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